
Troutman Family Cemetery Rules & Regulations
In order to maintain the beauty and serenity of the Troutman Family Cemetery, the following rules and regulations have been established by the cemetery’s Board of Trustees (The Trustees of The Troutman Family Historical Association).

The Board of Trustees has absolute charge of the Troutman Family Cemetery with authority to enforce all rules and regulations relating to the cemetery. The Trustees have the responsibility of keeping the Troutman Family Cemetery in good order, and shall generally oversee, as indicated in these Rules and Regulations – (and further as necessary), the digging of all graves,  all interments and disinterment’s, and the erection of all Markers and Monuments, etc in The Troutman Family Cemetery. 
These Rules and Regulations are put into place for the protection of the family graves in this cemetery as well as for the protection of the Troutman Family Historical Association. The Trustees of the Troutman Family Cemetery may revise these rules and regulations as they deem necessary to better serve the Troutman Family. Any changes implemented will be communicated to the Family members at the next annual Troutman Family Reunion. A copy of these rules and regulations, including any revisions made from time to time, will be made available on The Troutman Family website.
1. THE TROUTMAN FAMILY CEMETERY

The Troutman Family Cemetery is located on the grounds of The Troutman Family Historical Association; at 349 Troutman Farm Road [State Road 1334] off of Old Mountain Road [State Road 1005] northwest of the Town of Troutman, North Carolina.

The mailing address of The Troutman Family Historical Association is: Post Office Box 1, Troutman, North Carolina 28166.

The Troutman Family Historical Association has a website: www.thetroutmanfamily.org where further information about the Association, the Cemetery, Family History and genealogy and the Annual Troutman Family reunions may be found.
The Troutman Family Historical Association (including the Troutman Family Cemetery) is a tax-exempt 501(c)(7) organization, which is exempt from Federal Income Taxes on income derived from members. This tax classification is the appropriate classification for Family Historical Associations, which are not charitable organizations and which are primarily social/fraternal and recreational organizations and serve a private, not public, purpose. Please note that donations to a 501(c)(7) organization are not deductible to the donor as charitable contributions.
2. ELIGIBILITY FOR INTERMENT IN THE TROUTMAN FAMILY CEMETERY

A person who is a direct descendant or married to said descendant of Jacob and Margaret Fesperman Troutman may reserve the right for interment in the Troutman Family Cemetery. Additionally, other individuals who have a family member(s) buried in the cemetery (such as a grandfather or grandmother, a father or mother, husband or wife, brother, sister or child) who was buried in the Troutman Family Cemetery on or before August 2, 1991 may also have burial rights in the cemetery.

Upon a survey of existing and future sites, burial sites will be available for sale. Burial sites (a single “grave” or “plot”, as defined below) shall be available for a fee of $200, paid in advance of burial. The Trustees of The Troutman Family Historical Association may change this fee from time to time, as they deem necessary in their sole judgment.
When an interment is requested, the person making the request (usually the Executor of the deceased’s estate, or the next-of-kin of the deceased), the presiding undertaker, and at least two appointed members of The Board of Trustees of The Troutman Family Historical Association shall meet and decide on the selection of a gravesite, if not already determined.

If the Executor/next-of-kin requesting the interment, the presiding undertaker and the appointed members of the Board of Trustees cannot unanimously agree on all instructions as well as fully agree to abide by these Rules and Regulations; then there shall be no interment in The Troutman Family Cemetery.
3. PERMITS AND AUTHORIZATIONS
A vault, casket, urn, marker or monument shall not be placed in the cemetery until a written authorization has been issued by the Troutman Family Historical Association’s Board of Trustees and the lot owner’s signed agreement and guarantee to fully adhere to these Rules and Regulations have been filed with the Troutman Family Association.  No vaults, caskets, urns, markers or monuments, may be placed in or on plots with balances due and owing. 
Plans and specifications of every design and all materials are subject to approval by the Troutman Family Historical Association’s Board of Trustees prior to installation. The installation of all vaults, caskets, urns, markers and monuments is subject to the supervision of an Officer or Trustee of the Troutman Family Historical Association as required or necessary. 

The property within the walls and fences of the Troutman Family Cemetery proper shall be used only for the interment or inurnment of human remains. No animals or family pets (dogs, cats, or any other animal, bird or fowl) may be buried in The Troutman Family Cemetery.
After a lot has been properly reserved, or a burial has taken place in a given plot, any future change of address of the person reserving the lot (or change of address of the next-of-kin) is the responsibility of that person. Please notify The Troutman Family Historical Association via US Mail at: P. O. Box 1; Troutman, NC 28166 of any new address change as soon as feasible.
4. DEFINITIONS

Interment – The term “interment” is meant to describe below ground earth burial.

Inurnment – The term “inurnment” is defined as a permanent placement of cremated remains below ground; or within a niche in a columbarium or mausoleum. At the present time, there is no columbarium located in The Troutman Family Cemetery. Mausoleums are not permitted in the Troutman Family Cemetery. An inurnment of cremated remains below ground is allowed and requires a permanent container approved by an Officer or Trustee of The Troutman Family Historical Association, buried in an approved grave or plot, as defined below. Multiple inurnments are allowed in a single burial plot; however, inurnments are not allowed on top of existing graves, and each inurnment requires its own, separate marker.
Entombment – “Entombment” is defined as above-ground burial within a mausoleum crypt. Entombment is not permitted in the Troutman Family Cemetery.
Grave or Plot – A grave or plot is defined as a single space used for the purpose of below ground earth burial. Each burial space (grave or plot) within a designated lot measures four feet (4’) wide by ten feet (10’) long.  [Each individual grave site, or plot, carries a price of $200.]

Lot - A “Lot” is defined as a grouping of specifically numbered graves or plots, typically either two (2) or four (4) spaces (plots); but may be made up of from one (1) to up to eight (8) plots. Example: Lot 15, Spaces 1, 2, 3, & 4. A typical lot may be a two (2) grave surveyed area of ground measuring eight feet (8’) wide by ten feet (10’) long; or a four (4) grave surveyed area of ground measuring sixteen feet (16’) wide by ten feet (10’) long. 

5. LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF LOTS A PERSON MAY PURCHASE
No one shall be entitled to purchase more than one (1) cemetery lot (with up to a maximum of eight graves or plots within that lot) except where there may be unusual and extraordinary circumstances surrounding the particular situation making it necessary that he/she have more than one (1) cemetery lot, and in such latter case only when he/she has applied for and received the specific approval of The Trustees of The Troutman Family Cemetery, as indicated in paragraph # 32 (below).  

Lots shall be generally sold in groups of two (2) or four (4) plots and when four are purchased they shall be in the surveyed area of 16’ X 10’. Each individual plot within a lot carries a price of $200.
6. SALE OR TRANSFER OF PLOTS
No one may transfer any plot in The Troutman Family Cemetery to someone else without first obtaining the consent and approval of The Trustees. If a plot is to be sold, it must be sold back to the Troutman Family Historical Association, at the initial purchase price. No person, firm, or corporation may buy or otherwise acquire any cemetery lot, plot or burial space in The Troutman Family Cemetery for the purpose of speculation or sale. 
7. SALES TO CORPORATIONS AND BUSINESS OWNERS.
Sales of cemetery lots or plots to any corporation, partnership, or business concerns are prohibited.

8. MARKERS

Definition:  A “Marker” is a headstone set flush to the ground. Generally a marker shall be the single stone (or bronze marker) placed to identify a particular individual buried in a plot within a lot. Generally, no more than one marker may be placed on any single grave (plot) [see exception below].
Markers are limited in size. 
Single markers (for one individual) should not exceed 24” x 36”.

Double Markers (two adults) should not exceed 24” x 60”. On multiple grave lots, all markers should consist of the same material and design.

All markers must measure at least 6” or more in thickness (depth). All granite or marble markers should be installed (on a foundation as indicated below) so the face of the marker is flush to the ground and the excavated area around the marker shall be backfilled with sod from the excavated area.

Bronze markers should be of a size twelve (12) inches wide and twenty-four (24) inches long.  A vase of bronze may be attached as part of the marker, as long as the dimensions of the vase do not add to the overall dimensions of the marker.  Bronze markers shall be installed in a concrete base so as to lie flush with the ground.

Generally no more than one marker should be placed on any grave (plot), except in cases of multiple inurnments in a single grave plot.  Any standard markers furnished to the family of any deceased veteran by the government of the United States (and which may or may not be within the specifications stated herein) are exempted from these specifications and may be additionally placed on the grave of any deceased veteran.
9. MONUMENTS

Definition: A headstone, measuring at least two feet wide  by two feet high (minimum) and eight inches or more thick, that extends above the surface of the ground; and not exceeding five and one-half feet wide by four feet high (a face area no greater than twenty-two square feet). Typically, a monument is the only above-ground structure located on a grave lot identifying a family or families consisting of two or more gravesites (plots).
No monument shall be placed or erected on any lot having fewer than two (2) grave plots, nor shall more than one monument be placed on any one lot.  In the exceptional case of a single plot lot (one grave only), a “monument” (headstone) may be placed in lieu of and in place of a marker, as long as the headstone is not more than three feet wide, and four feet tall.
On two-grave lots and larger, the horizontal dimensions of a monument may not exceed five and one-half feet, and the height of the monument may not exceed four feet. 
10. MAUSOLEUMS
Mausoleums (for above-ground burial in hermetically-sealed crypts) are not permitted in The Troutman Family Cemetery.
11. BENCHES, etc
Granite or marble benches are permitted; but only if they are installed on a foundation in the space reserved for a monument, or at another location in the cemetery approved by an Officer or Trustee of The Troutman Family Association. Benches will be considered a monument and will be subject to all rules applying to monuments. 

No permanent boxes, urns, bronze vases, metal ornaments, seats or similar items are permitted upon any grave or plot within the cemetery, except as approved by an Officer or Trustee of The Troutman Family Association, in conformance with all other Rules and Regulations as stated in this document.
12. MATERIALS,  FOUNDATIONS, AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS
Uniformity throughout the cemetery should be maintained in the construction materials used on each burial plot. Any stone which varies substantially in color, texture, material, cut, size or design will not be accepted. 

The exterior and above ground portion of a monument or marker shall be constructed of first quality granite, marble, or standard government bronze. 

All monuments shall be set on foundations of solid masonry or concrete, which will be not less than eight inches thick and not any smaller in size than the base of the superstructure. Foundations shall be constructed by the monument company at the expense of the owner of the plot or the monument company. All Monument bases must then be set in a bed of cement or mortar evenly covering the foundation. 
Markers shall also be set on a foundation. The trustees reserve the right to require a larger and deeper foundation if deemed essential for permanency and safety. The masonry for the foundation of all monument and other bases must be leveled and of equal thickness throughout. No building-up of underpinning with chips, rocks, bricks or brickbats, or other material will be allowed. As a protection to lot owners and to guarantee the quality of work that is performed at The Troutman Family Cemetery, the Trustees reserve the right to excavate and build or re-build all foundations and to regulate all work that is done in the cemetery.

There shall additionally be an eight inch (8”) wide and eight inch (8”) thick concrete “skirt” around all monument bases which are installed with said “skirt” installed and maintained flush and level with the surrounding ground.
13. WORKERS AND CLEANUP
All workers employed on projects within the cemetery are subject to the control and direction of an Officer or Trustee of The Troutman Family Historical Association.

.
Workers must not place materials on adjoining lots or leave materials on the ground longer than is absolutely necessary. After installation of markers and monuments is completed, the lot and its surroundings must be left in a clean and acceptable condition. All refuse material, rock, cement, earth and rubbish accumulated during lot improvements must be removed under the direction of an Officer or Trustee at the expense of the lot owner. No unnecessary delay in work is permitted. 
Markers and/or Monuments should be in place within a reasonable time period following burial/interment (six months).

Closing the Grave: To close the grave: the sod shall be set aside for re-use. Any surplus dirt shall be placed on sunken graves or any spots needed on the Association Grounds. The grave must be left level and flat, with no “mounding”. The undertaker shall see that the sod is replaced on the grave, tamped down level with the adjoining graves, and seeded and fertilized, if requested. Any damage done during the burial service by the undertaker or any needed repairs within six (6) months of burial shall be corrected by the undertaker.
14. FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS FROM FUNERAL

After a funeral service has ended, floral arrangements may be removed from the interment site and disposed of by the Trustees after seven full days of being displayed if not removed earlier by the family. In any case, the Trustees or the Association are not responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen floral arrangements.
15. WHEN BURIALS ARE PERMITTED AND/OR PROHIBITED

Burials are prohibited in The Troutman Family Cemetery on Easter Sunday and Christmas Day, and the day (second Saturday of October) of the annual Troutman Family Reunion. Burials are otherwise permitted on any other day(s) of the year.
16. CONSTRUCTION SEASON
The Trustees of the Troutman Family Cemetery reserve the right to temporarily halt all construction work between December 1 and April 1, if needed based on and according to weather requirements – or at any other time when it is deemed that the ground is too wet and soft to permit access by equipment without damage to the ground or adjoining gravesites. Foundations should not be built during extreme freezing weather. 
17. DELIVERIES

No deliveries of construction materials or equipment, etc. will be permitted on Sundays, on recognized holidays (such as July 4th), or on the day (the second Saturday in October) of the annual Troutman Family Reunion. 
18. QUALITY CONTROL AND GENERAL SAFETY
Only markers and/or monuments of acceptable design, materials, workmanship and durability are permitted. If defects and/or deficiencies become apparent during installation, the work will be stopped and the defects/deficiencies corrected. If corrections cannot be made, or if the lot owner does not correct them within a reasonable time, the entire structure will be removed by The Troutman Family Cemetery’s Trustees at the lot owner’s expense. Any items deemed a hazard to lawn mowers may be removed by the Trustees. The Trustees may utilize any legally and environmentally approved chemical applications to beautify the cemetery.
19. ERECTION OF OBJECTIONABLE MONUMENTS, ETC, PROHIBITED; REMOVAL OF DAMAGED, ETC, MONUMENTS
The Troutman Family Historical Association reserves the right to refuse or prohibit the erection or placing of any marker or monument which, in the judgment of the Trustees is objectionable in design (including wordage and wording), or is of faulty construction, or is made of inferior materials, or is not in compliance with cemetery rules and regulations governing same, and further reserves the right to remove monuments which in the judgment of the Trustees are damaged or deteriorated beyond use.

20. ENCLOSURES AROUND INDIVIDUAL LOTS OR GRAVE SPACES NOT PERMITTED.
No coping, curbing, fencing, hedging, borders, plantings, or enclosures of any kind shall be permitted around any lot, individual plot, family plot, or grave space within The Troutman Family Cemetery.

21. DAMAGE

Lot owners are liable for any damage to adjoining lots or other property in the cemetery caused by construction work on monuments, markers, etc. including opening of the gravesite, installation of a vault, placement of the casket, closing of the gravesite, and erection of any Markers or Monuments. 

Vandalism or other damage caused by nature or other forces beyond the control of The Troutman Family Cemetery is the responsibility of the individual lot owner.
22. MAINTENANCE OF AND REMOVAL OF MARKERS OR MONUMENTS
The family/heirs/descendants of the person interred are expected to keep any markers and/or monuments in good repair; however, any structure found to be unsightly and in dilapidated condition may be removed by The Trustees if the family/heirs/descendants are unable or unwilling to properly maintain the marker or monument; by issuance of a written order from the Trustees, with an advance copy to the most closely related living heir or descendant who can be identified.
23. PLANTERS (for potted flowers) AND CUT FLOWERS
Fresh cut flowers and/or (above ground) potted flowers are permitted and their use is encouraged; however, glass vases – which may turn over and break causing the potential for injury to visitors or maintenance personnel – are prohibited. 

Planters may be placed on a grave from April 15th through October 31st. Planters must be removed by November 1st, or the cemetery trustees will remove them and dispose of them. 

Planters must sit freely on the ground with no wires, rods or dowels holding them in place. Plant stands of any kind are not permitted.

Planters not complying with the above rules will be removed and disposed of as appropriate.

The cemetery is not responsible for lost or damaged planters.
24. WINTER WREATHS

Wreaths of natural material only, are permitted from November 1st through March 1st. The Trustee(s) will remove wreaths starting on March 2nd. 
25. TREES, SHRUBS, OTHER PLANTS INCLUDING  FLOWERS – PLANTING AND REMOVAL
Spring-flowering bulbs planted at the headstone are allowed. Otherwise, no in-ground plantings are permitted in or around The Troutman Family Cemetery; except those planted by the Trustees as part of an over-all landscaping plan.

No trees, shrubs, flowers, or plants shall be planted in, pruned, or removed from The Troutman Family Cemetery without the consent of the Trustees.  The Trustees alone shall have authority to prune, remove or transplant any tree, shrub, plant or other growth necessary for the general beauty, welfare, and best interest of the cemetery. If any trees, shrubs, or other plants situated in, near, or adjacent to any burial plot shall, by means of their encroaching roots or branches, become detrimental to any adjacent plots, walls, fences, driveways or walks, the Trustees are authorized and empowered to enter onto those plots as necessary and remove or trim any trees or shrubs that have become objectionable.
26. GRAVESITE DECORATIONS – FLOWERS AND FLAGS
The Troutman Family Cemetery does permit artificial (plastic or silk) flowers on graves. However, artificial flowers do not last forever, and the Trustees reserve the right to remove and discard all artificial arrangements which over time, become faded, deteriorate, or disintegrate. 
Small flags (about 14” x 20” or smaller) are permitted on individual graves. Approved flags are limited to: US (American) Flags, North Carolina State Flags, Confederate Flags on the graves of Confederate Veterans, and Branch Flags of the US Military (US Army, US Navy, Marine Corps, US Air Force, and US Coast Guard).
The Trustees shall have the authority to remove all flower arrangements, flags, weeds, plants and decorations of any kind from the cemetery as soon as, in their judgment, they become unsightly or do not conform to the standards stated in these Rules and Regulations.
27. PLACARDS, POSTERS, ETC. ARE PROHIBITED.

No advertising, handbills, or billboards of any description shall be permitted within or about The Troutman Family Cemetery.  No bills, posters, placards, pictures or any other like or similar device shall be attached to or posted on either the inside or outside of any wall or fence enclosing The Troutman Family Cemetery.
28. DEFACING OR REMOVING PROPERTY 

No person may, in any way, disturb or deface any grave, pull up or remove anything put or placed to mark a grave, or any flowers, shrubs, or trees anywhere in the cemetery; except as provided elsewhere in these Rules and Regulations under authority granted to The Trustees. 
Any person who, willfully and without authority, defiles, defaces, desecrates, places any mark upon or otherwise injures or damages any grave marker, monument, headstone or any wall, fence, or other property contained in the cemetery shall be, if they can be identified, prosecuted to the fullest extent of any applicable laws (trespass, destruction of property, vandalism, etc) by The Trustees.
Under North Carolina law it is a Class 1 felony (for damage in excess of $1,000; a Class 1 misdemeanor for damages of less than $1,000) to, “without authorization of law or the consent of the surviving spouse or next of kin of the deceased, to knowingly and willfully open, disturb, destroy, remove, vandalize or desecrate any casket, human remains or any portion thereof or the repository of any such remains, by any means including plowing under, tearing up, covering over or otherwise obliterating or removing any grave; to take away, vandalize or destroy any stone, brick, iron or other material fence enclosing a cemetery; or to take away, vandalize, destroy or deface any tombstone, headstone, monument, grave marker, grave ornamentation, grave artifacts, shrubbery, flowers, plants or other articles within any cemetery erected or placed to designate the place where any dead body is interred or to preserve and perpetuate the memory and name of any person..”.
29. FIREARMS, ALCOHOL, AND ILLEGAL DRUGS

No firearms, alcohol, or illegal drugs are allowed on the grounds of The Troutman Family Historical Association; except firearms to be used in the ceremony or burial common to military funerals and/or services. The Trustees must be notified ahead of time for permission relating to the use of firearms.
30. FIRES
Due to the fragile nature of the schoolhouse located on the grounds of The Troutman Family Historical Association (adjacent to the cemetery), fires of any nature are NOT permitted anywhere on the grounds. Smoking is not permitted in the schoolhouse building. Everyone is asked to voluntarily refrain from smoking when entering the grounds of The Troutman Family Historical Association. In any case, cigarette butts should not be thrown on the ground; but instead be safely disposed of in proper containers.
31. RECORDS TO BE KEPT
Suitable books shall be provided and kept by the President and Secretary for entries by The Trustees of purchases of burial plots and of interments in The Troutman Family Cemetery.  Such entries shall contain the name, address and contact information for the purchaser of the burial plot; who the plot is intended for; and following burial - the name, age, sex, date of death and date of burial of every person interred in the cemetery following adoption of these Rules and Regulations by The Trustees; and, insofar as possible, of every person interred in the cemetery prior to the date of the adoption of these revised Rules and Regulations.
32. CONSIDERATION OF WAIVERS TO RULES AND REGULATIONS

Any request by an Executor/next-of-kin that does not meet the criteria listed above in these “Rules and Regulations” may be considered at the discretion of the Board of Trustees on a case by case basis.

The Troutman Family Cemetery is a private cemetery. It is not a public cemetery, or a community cemetery. Therefore, requests for any waivers – by a person eligible for interment in the cemetery, or by a person otherwise not eligible for interment in the cemetery – should be very carefully considered. There must be a valid and overriding reason for the requested variance/waiver; and the Board of Trustees must approve any such request by a two/thirds (2/3) majority of the full Board.
33."GRANDFATHER” CLAUSE
These revised rules and regulations have been established by the Board of Trustees of The Troutman Family Historical Association and apply to all interments in The Troutman Family Cemetery on or after the date of their adoption by the Board of Trustees of The Troutman Family Historical Association.
The above “Rules and Regulations” were officially adopted by the Trustees of The Troutman Family Historical Association on March 21, 2010.
Signed: ________________________________________________ Chair of the Trustees

Signed: ________________________________________________ President, 2009-2011

REQUEST FOR INTERMENT IN THE TROUTMAN FAMILY CEMETERY

NAME OF PERSON(S) TO BE INTERRED / NUMBER OF SITES REQUESTED___________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
DATE OF REQUEST: _____________________ MEETS ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: YES / NO

PERSON MAKING REQUEST: _____________________________________________________
RELATIONSHIP TO ONE TO BE INTERRED: _______________________________________
CONTACT INFORMATION:

PHONE(S): _________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________
GRAVE MARKER INFORMATION: [Name of Deceased as it will appear on the Marker or Monument, Date of Birth, Date of Death, and any other inscription(s) requested by the next-of-kin]

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE OF PERSON MAKING REQUEST:
I have been furnished a copy of the “Rules and Regulations” of The Troutman Family Cemetery and have read them. I hereby agree to abide by said “Rules and Regulations”
Signed: _____________________________________________________ Date: ________________

For the Board of Trustees: (Signed): ____________________________  Date: ________________

Adopted:


March 21, 2010
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